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The building now hosts the Museum of the River Po which was 
founded by the city in 1983. The Museum tells the story of the 
river, the flora and fauna that inhabited it and how the local 
people used it and is recognised as a building of regional 
importance. 

The museum is made up of a main reception hall with rooms 
scattered across several floors. Due to regional interest in the 
building and the artefacts and collections which are houses 
within its walls, the life safety system needed to be of the 
highest quality. 

The Municipality of Borgo Mantovano, the property owners, 
requested an update of the old fire protection system, whilst 
respecting strict architectural requirements, typical of historic 
buildings, it was important that the system was discreetly 
designed so as not to affect the aesthetics of the building.

Hochiki were drafted in to consult on the project by the 
installer Calanca Luca Impianti Elettrici. The project required 
a new system to upgrade the existing fire detection system, 
and so Hochiki Europe’s market leading control panel, 
Latitude was recommended. Combining the very latest 
hardware and software to produce an approved control and 
indication system, which is powerful and sophisticated, yet 
simple to use and understand. 

The flexibility of the Latitude platform is such that it can be 
re-configured to realise many other control and indication 
applications, with direct integration into many types of 

applications, including this historic building . The modular 
nature of the Latitude system allows all field wiring to be 
connected to a passive mother board enabling addition, 
re-configuration or replacement of all electronic hardware 
without the need to disconnect any field wiring.

This modularity also allows each panel to be customised, 
perfect for the Museum application. Hochiki’s range of ESP 
detectors, beam detectors and wireless detectors were also 
installed and provided the best and most reliable coverage 
for this project.

Alberto Ferrari, Technical Sales Manager at Hochiki Italia said: 
“The environmental requirements of historic buildings blend 
perfectly with the features of Hochiki’s Latitude detection 
System. In the case of the museum, we opted for a wired system 
with beam detectors and SCI detectors, and where there was 
difficulty in laying cables our hybrid wireless devices meant 
we were able to guarantee the same reliability as a fully wired 
system. The innovative technology within the Latitude panel 
allows it to manage the two systems simultaneously and on 
the same loop.”

Luca Calanca, project manager and owner of the installation 
company, said: “Being commissioned by the Municipality of 
Borgo Mantovano to protect the Ducal Palace and its history 
was a great responsibility, and we are truly satisfied with the 
end result.  Hochiki’s system proved to be highly efficient, 
easy to install and reliable.”

HOCHIKI’S LATITUDE SYSTEM IMPROVES LIFE SAFETY AT THE PALAZZO DUCALE DI REVERE
STARTING LIFE AS A FORT IN 1125, THE BUILDING, WHICH NOW HOUSES THE MUSEUM OF THE RIVER PO, WAS FIRST BUILT BY 

THE PEOPLE OF MODENA, THEN CONQUERED BY THE PEOPLE OF MANTUA, WHO FINISHED THE CONSTRUCTION. OVER THE 
NEXT 500 YEARS IT WAS TRANSFORMED FROM A FORT TO A GRAND RESIDENCE, IT SURVIVED A SIEGE FROM NAPOLEONIC 
TROOPS IN THE LATE 1700S AND REMAINED UNDER FRENCH RULE UNTIL 1814. FOLLOWING THE CONGRESS OF VIENNA, THE 
BUILDING REMAINED IN AUSTRIAN HANDS WHERE TALL VENETIAN-STYLE FIREPLACES AND THE COURTYARD WAS ADDED, 

WITH A BEAUTIFUL WELL IN THE CENTER, SURROUNDED BY A PORTICO WITH COLUMNS AND CAPITALS.. 


